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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Congratulations, Austell Primary School!  We are honored to be a 6th year Title 1 Distinguished School.  This is evident that

great things are happening for our students in all academic areas. Also congratulations to Coach Mamie Pruitt and our 

Physical Education Department!  The Georgia Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance has 

awarded us the Excellence in Physical Education Award.  The ceremony will take place on Monday evening, November 2, 

2009, at the Marriott off Windy Hill Road.  Parents you are invited to continue visiting our website as we update our 

successes each month.

October has been a very busy month. We celebrated Red Ribbon Week.  During the week of October 26-30, we strongly 

encouraged our students to stay away from drugs by providing them with several fun activities, including a visit from Sgt. 

Pearson of the Austell Police Department and the K-9 Patrol Division. Our gratitude goes to Mrs. Jackie Rutherford and Dr. 

Gretchen Kea for coordinating the activities. We also had a Pumpkin Contest, which was sponsored by our Partner-In-

Education, Stevi B‟s.  The winners are: First place Mrs. Stacee Schwab‟s kindergarten class, second place Mrs. Claire 

Farrell‟s kindergarten class and third place Mrs. Belisha Johnson‟s first grade class.  We appreciate Mr. Ross Holzschuh, 

owner of Stevi B‟s, for the support he gives to Austell Primary.

Parents, please remember that school begins promptly at 7:50 each day.  If students are not in their classrooms at 7:50 they 

are considered tardy.  Please make every effort to get your child to school on time.  It is important because the beginning 

hours of the school day have a significant impact on the child‟s attitude and behavior for the remainder of the day.  It is 

during these first hours that the tone and direction of the academic day is reviewed by the teacher.  Most classes are 

starting instruction at 8:00 right after our morning announcements.  When students are late, they miss the first part of a 

reading or math lesson.  It would be great if you could get your child here by 7:30 each day.  They could get settled before 

the school day begins. 

Thank you for your help and support in this area!

Mrs. Betty Jo Jackson

•Please remember:  If your child 

is tardy, after 7:50, an adult 

must accompany the child into 

the school to sign them in.

•If your child is absent, please 

remember to send in an excuse 

for their absence.

•Do not change the way your 

child will go home by e-mail.  

Either write the teacher a note 

and place in daily folder, call the 

front office or fax the change no 

later than 1:45 pm. Remember 

ASP is a prepaid program.

•You may pay for your child‟s 

meals online at 

www.mealpay.com.  

•Please write child’s name on 

all outer wear to identify it 

easily if it is misplaced.

ASP Parents,

Payment Procedures

ASP payments are put in an ASP 

payment envelope 

Student’s name & teacher’s name 

are required on envelope 

Any transportation changes should 

be sent on a separate note to the 

teacher (notes on or inside the ASP 

envelope are not seen by the 

teacher) 

Student or parent must put payment 

envelope in the safe 

If you have any questions about 

payment of ASP, please call Angie 

Thornton, ASP Bookkeeper 770-

819-5804 x 227

Principal: Betty Jo Jackson

Assistant Principal:  Vicki Ray

If your child is a 

car rider in the 

morning, make 

sure they arrive to 

school before 

7:40 if they need

to eat breakfast.

Teacher Workday!

No School for Students 

on Tuesday, November 

3rd, 2009.

Thanksgiving Holidays!

No School November 

23rd -27th, 2009

http://www.mealpay.com


Just a reminder… the art department is doing an art fundraiser called Young Masters. I will be sending order forms home 

with your students around the first of November. If you want your orders before winter break to give as gifts they will be due 

November 11th. You are welcome to order online after that date if you need to. I will be sending details home soon. For this 

project the students studied the artwork of Vincent Van Gogh. Kindergarten created a sunflower painting to look like Van 

Gogh‟s, and first grade painted pictures of Starry Night! I am looking forward to seeing your child‟s artwork printed on 

different items (mugs, t-shirts, handbags, magnets, stickers etc…)! Thank you in advance for all your support!

Sarah Emrich

Art Specialist

First Grade Team

First Grade has had an exciting beginning to the year! November will continue to be a great learning month. In Readers 

Workshop, we will continue to concentrate on understanding what we read by using comprehension strategies. In Writers 

Workshop, we will continue to work on creating Narrative stories including all of the elements of great writing. Also, First 

Grade has been concentrating on the conventions of our writing. We are becoming better readers and writers every day!

Other great things that first grade is doing include Social Studies, Math, and Science. As we in math are becoming 

mathematicians, we are learning how to count combinations of coins, solve word problems, and add and subtract. In Science, 

we are investigating magnets. In Social Studies, we are learning about great American heros all year. This month we will be 

learning about Meriwether Lewis and William Clark with Sacagawea. We will discover how they explored America. 

As you can see, First Grade is learning a lot! Please remember to be here every day! 

Kindergarten News

Our students in kindergarten are working diligently to meet the standards put forth by the Georgia Department of 

Education. You, as parents, play a significant role in your child‟s academic success. By reviewing sight words, reading 

and completing other homework assignments, your child will have a better understanding of the lessons being taught 

each day. Our teachers value your support as we work with you to assist your child in meeting his or her goals. During 

the month of November, we will be learning about the following topics: fire safety, Veteran‟s Day/symbols, 

Thanksgiving/long ago/now, nutrition and the food pyramid, functional writing, measurement and 3 D shapes.  As 

always, we will continue to learn our sight words. We are excited to play a role in your child‟s academic journey. Keep 

up the good work!

Austell’s Artists

Musical Notes

Dear parents and students,

Congratulations first graders on an outstanding performance of “The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything”! 

We had a great turnout and everyone had a fun time. Also, I‟d like to say a big thank you to all the students, parents and faculty 

that put in the extra time and effort to make this a successful performance. Our next first grade performance will be in December 

for the “Austell Tree Lighting”.

For this nine weeks, the 1st grade students will be working on playing upward and downward melodic patterns and 

imitating rhythmic patterns. Kindergarten students will be working on imitating steady beat and imitating high and low voices.

Congratulations to Ms. Grier and Mrs. LaPorte’s 1st grade classes and Mrs. Williams’ kindergarten class for winning October‟s 

Class of the Month in music. These classes demonstrated excellent musicianship and had the highest CD on the jukebox wall.

Thank you,
Mr. Frisbie

Computer Lab

Our First Graders have begun working on making electronic graphs using The Graph Club.  They are off to a great 

start.  We have made graphs of our favorite Class Pet and Favorite Class Sport.  They will be doing their own survey, 

collecting data, making a graph and using the information to draw conclusions then writing about what they learned.  

Kindergarten students are using KidPix to draw an original illustration.  They have drawn a picture in response to a 

story and are making night and day pictures as well.  

The computer lab uses the Technology Standards throughout the year and integrates the academic standards being 

taught in the classroom. This helps students reinforce what they are learning in a new environment.

Thank you,

Mrs. Stockwell



CLINIC NOTES

The “Help A Child Smile” dental van visited our school and many of our children were able to have a dental exam and treatment if it 

was needed.  The van will come back to our school in the spring.  There will be forms sent home that you can fill out for your child to see 

the dentist at that time.

I am in the process of doing hearing and vision tests on all our first graders.  If your child does not pass one of the screenings, you 

will receive a letter from the school.  If you do not receive a letter, you will know that your child passed both the hearing and vision 

screenings.

If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to contact me.

Debbie Bond RN

Austell Primary/Dairy Queen Spirit Night

Mark you calendar for Tuesday, November 17th, 2009 4-8 pm.

at the Austell Location.

Our school will get 10% for the funds raise on this night.

Bring the whole family to eat a delicious meal.

Tell the clerk you are coming from Austell Primary and teacher’s 

name.

Austell Primary/Stevi B’S Spirit Night
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, November 
10th, 2009 4-8 pm.
Our next Stevi B’s Spirit Night.
The winning classroom will obtain a Pizza 
Party
But don’t forget to wear your sticker to 
receive “3 free tokens”.
See you all there!
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR SCHOOL ON 

THESE TWO EVENTS,

Join the other families and have fun!!!

CRCT WORKSHOP FOR 1ST GRADER PARENTS
TALLER CRCT PARA LOS PADRES DEL 1ER 

GRADO
Friday, November 6th, 2009

Viérnes, 6 de Noviembre, 2008
TWO SESSIONS:
DOS SESIONES

12:00-12:30 ENGLISH/INGLES
12:30- 1:00 SPANISH/ESPANOL

ROOM #203
CUARTO # 2203

BY/MRS. KELLI CONNORS 
AMERICA CHOICE COACH

JACKIE RUTHERFORD/PARENT LIAISON

Austell Primary School
“Special Need Parents Lunch and Learn”
When: Thursday, November 12, 2009

Where: Room # 203
Time: 12:00 PM

Any questions please call:
Jackie Rutherford

Parent Liaison
770-819-5804 x 237

Donation $1.00 per Friday or any change 

you may have.

Friday, Nov. 6th- Hat Day

Friday, Nov. 13th- Silly Sock Day

Friday, Nov. 20th- PJ Day

RELAY FOR LIFE

The Austell Lifesavers are 

“Clowning Around For

The Cause”.

We are off to a great start of reaching our goal this 

year.  We appreciate the support we have received 

from parents and staff members.  We have raised 

over $1000.00 so far  this year.  We want to meet 

and exceed our goal of $2500.00.  With your help, 

we can do it!!!!



NEWS FROM THE COUNSELOR

Dr. Gretchen Kea

We had a very successful Red Ribbon Week, October 26-30, 2009. The students did a great job in the participation of 

the daily activities. The students also enjoyed the visit from Sgt. Pearson, Austell Police Department and the K-9 Patrol 

Division. The students learned a great deal concerning the importance of staying away from drugs. We also had a 

Poetry/Rap Stay Away From Drugs Contest on Friday, October 30th in the cafeteria. The judges for the contest were: 

Mrs. Jackson, Principal, Ms. Ray, Assistant Principal and Mrs. Rutherford, Parent Liaison. I will write the 1st, 2nd and 

3rd place classroom winners in the next PTA newsletter issue. The first place class winner won a pizza party, 2nd 

place- ice cream/popsicle party, 3rd place-popcorn party.  I would like to thank Austell Primary PTA for purchasing the 

red ribbons, pencils and contest prizes for the students. 

I would also like to thank the students, staff, parents, Mrs. Jackson, Principal and her church family at Providence 

Baptist Church, Austell PTA, Rev. Brett DeHart, Austell First United Methodist Church, Life Touch Portraits, Ewing 

Baptist Church and Austell staff members‟ organizations/clubs for donating items to the students and their families that 

were involved in the flood.  Everyone‟s support was greatly appreciated!  Our social worker Mr., Pierre, Mrs. Rutherford, 

Parent Liaison and I sent home several assistance resources for the families that were involved in the flood. I visited 

each classroom and discussed the flood and their feelings. I was very pleased and impressed with how the students 

expressed their feelings as well as the questions they had concerning the flood. 

Mrs. Rutherford, Parent Liaison and I are in the process of organizing Austell Primary‟s next annual school wide event 

which is the, „Giving Tree.‟  We have several students and their families in need during the holiday season. A Christmas 

tree will be in the front office with wish list ornaments that will decorate the tree. This Christmas tree is called, “The 

Giving Tree”. If you would like to purchase a gift for one or more of our students in need, you make take an ornament 

and purchase the item that is written on the back of it. You may select as many ornaments as you like. Please wrap the 

gift(s) and tape the ornament on the gift so that the child(ren) will be able to receive it. You may leave the gifts in the 

front office and Mrs. Rutherford and I will make sure that the child(ren) will receive your gift. 
Thank you for your support!

Thank you to all the Austell Primary Parents who donated bake goods for                                  

Austell Police and Fire Department was very grateful!!!

“The Public Safety Appreciation 
Week”

Austell Primary School Pumpkin Contest

1st  place Mrs. Schwab Kindergarten Class 

2nd place Mrs. Farrell Kindergarten Class 

3rd place  Mrs. Johnson 1st Grade Class



Thanks to all who participated in Our Annual United Way 

Campaign Hat Day on Friday ,October 23. Grand Total for Hat 

Day contributions  was $106.22

Campaign Manager, Coach Pruitt

Austell Primary School Gym
5600 Mulberry St.  Austell, GA    (770)819 -5804

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
7:30 -7:45 a.m.

Sponsored by the Physical Education Department

Austell Primary School, under the direction of Ms. Mamie Pruitt, was awarded the 2009 The Georgia Association for 

Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, Inc. (GAHPERD) Award of Excellence in Physical Education. She 

was honored during the 2009 Convention Banquet in Atlanta on November 1.

Ms. Mamie Pruitt leads a great program that involves many facets of the school family. In her application she made the 

comment that the community is the right arm of the success of the program at Austell Primary. While this is true, no right 

arm knows what to do without a visionary brain. Ms. Pruitt does a wonderful job of keeping the parents involved in the 

program by providing information on expectations, programs that are being offered and how parents can get involved 

with the programs. Her communication does not end there. She also sends home fitness results at least twice a year 

and has had her school family complete a survey to assess the value of the program and has certified most of the staff 

members in CPR/First Aid. "Coach" Pruitt also offers a fitness walking program, tumbling team, and a jump rope team 

all as extra curricular activities. The school participates in Jump Rope for Heart as well as provides an annual Family 

Fun and Fitness Night for the community. All of this is done at a primary school of Kindergarten and first grade with an 

enrollment of 320.



• Dear Parents,

• Austell Primary will soon begin production for its WLAM News team. All first grade students are eligible. 
Students will be involved in all areas of the news broadcast. Regular and prompt attendance at school is 
very important.  In order for your child to be considered for a news team, you must be able to stay after 
school on Wednesday, November 11th from 2:40-4:30 PM for auditions.  Parents, it will be your 
responsibility to either pay for ASP or pick your child up promptly at 4:30 PM.  If your child is ill, parents must 
call the school by 2:00 to let us know that we will need to reschedule the interview. Students on the WLAM 
News Team are considered role models by other students and should act accordingly. Teachers must 
complete the character recommendation below in order for your child to be considered.

• If selected, students will meet in the media center on Friday mornings at 7:30 AM, no exceptions.  The 
broadcast will be shown on Friday mornings to the school. If students are late more than once without an 
excuse, they will be replaced.  Parent volunteers are appreciated, but not required. In addition, students will 
receive random behavior checklists to monitor appropriate school behavior throughout the year. Repeated 
misbehavior during the preparation and broadcast of the news or in any other area of the school will result in 
loss of news team position.

• If you and your child have discussed the information above and have decided that you would like to apply for 
a position on our news team, please review the positions below and select no more than one:

• ____ Camera person A: Requires good coordination and visual skills for zooming in and out
and panning across the room. (Video tape anchors and special guests) 

• ____ Camera person B: Requires good coordination and visual skills for zooming in and out 
and panning across the room. (Breaking News, special announcements, Classroom visits)

• ____ Mixer: Must follow the daily schedule and switch cameras and audio (sound) between               

• cameras as needed.  Changes videocassettes, audio cassettes, CDs.

• ____ Anchor: Requires excellent enunciation, reading skills and ability to follow directions
easily and QUICKLY. (2 anchors required)

• ____ Director/Production Manager: Works with Media Specialist to arrange daily schedule.

• Prompts Mixer, camera persons A & B. Assists Mixer with changing cassettes, CDs.

•

• Return application with all 3 signatures to Ms. Mitchell no later than Friday, November 6th.

• ____________________________ Student Signature ____________ ________Parent Signature

• TEACHER RECOMMENDATION / CHARACTER REFERENCE:  

• ____ Follows directions

• ____ Dependable                                                                     ______________________

• ____ Capable reader                                                                Teacher signature

• ____Other applicable info. ______________________________________________ 

Austell Primary WLAM News Team 

Application Form


