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    Bells Ferry Elementary School 
              2600 Bells Ferry Road 
              Marietta, GA 30066 
 

       (678) 594-8950 phone 
        (678) 594-8952 fax 

 
(678) 594-8950  Clinic/Health    Principal:  Ladonna Starnes 
(678) 594-8951 Dining Room    Assistant Principal: Debbie Morris 
(678) 594-8953 Counselor    
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MY CHILD’S INFORMATION 
 

 Teacher’s Name:  _________________________________ Bus Number/Color: ________________ 
 
    Child’s Lunch Time:  _________________________________    Bus Pickup Time: ________________ 
 
     Room Parent Name:  _________________________________ Bus Drop Off Time: ________________ 
 
     Room Parent Phone:  _________________________________  
 
 This calendar/handbook, provided by the PTA, is designed to provide general information for you regarding 
dates and policies.  If you have any specific questions, please contact the office or your child’s teacher.   



From Your Principal 
 
It is with great anticipation and excitement that I welcome you 
and your child to the Bells Ferry Elementary Family. You are a 
part of a school that is focused on the success of each 
individual child.   
 
We are committed to providing a learning environment that 
will provide the very best education possible for our students.  
As parents, you are vital and essential partners with the school 
and the community in accomplishing the mission of educating 
your child. For our school to be most effective, it is imperative 
that parents play an active role. Joining and actively 
participating in the PTA is one of the best ways to become 
involved in your child’s future in the Bells Ferry community. 
We want your child to feel motivated, supported and 
encouraged in all areas of his/her educational development 
while at Bells Ferry.  With combined efforts, our students will 
soar academically, socially, and emotionally this year.   
 
I trust this handbook will serve as a guide throughout the year 
in helping make this one of the best years ever for your child.  I 
look forward to working with you and your student.  With your 
help, this WILL be a remarkable year of success for the 
students at Bells Ferry Elementary School. 
       
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ladonna Starnes 
Principal 

 
 
 
 

From Your PTA Officers and Chairpersons 
 
We are looking forward to an incredible year! Already, events 
and programs, fundraiser and projects, goals and activities are 
in the works for the 2009-2010 school year.  We need 
dedicated and energetic parents to become involved for this to 
be an outstanding year. 
 
We would love to have you come join us!  Whatever your 
talents or abilities are, we can use them at Bells Ferry.  Maybe 
you have a resource from your home or business that would 
benefit the children:  maybe you are a great storyteller, maybe 
you can bake awesome cookies, maybe you have a half hour to 
volunteer in the media center or book store, or just maybe you 
have some great ideas for fundraising or the Fall Festival. 
 
Think of how much it would mean to your child to see you 
involved at his/her school. 
 
Please look at the following page to see some of the positions 
you could fill as a member of PTA.  You might also want to 
“climb on board” for one of the scheduled activities or 
programs.  Call any of the Executive Board with questions or 
to fill a role.  We can’t wait to hear from you!! We look 
forward to working with you!! 
 
Looking forward to a volunteer packed great year!! 
Your PTA Executive Board 

�



PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD 
bellsferrypta@gmail.com  
 

 
President: Theresa Bass      Vice- President:  Sherri Coleman Treasurer:  Matt Walczak 
       678-494-3824                770-426-4850    770-425-0366  
    
Secretary:  Jennie Fehd                                Parliamentarian:  Jaye Collier    
       770-429-1130                                                     770-590-8865 
  
 
  
     
  
 

Current Committee Chairpersons 
 

Bandit Birthday:   Bandit Bookstore:   Bank Day:   Bilingual Assistance: 
 OPEN     Melissa Kingery    OPEN    OPEN 
      678-643-0617 
   
Box Tops/Campbell Soup Labels:  Copy Committee:   Cultural Arts Day:  Fall Festival:   
 Kim Tworek    OPEN     OPEN    OPEN   
 404-630-3245 
Family Development   Fifth Grade Committee:   Fundraising:   Media Center:   
 OPEN     OPEN     PTA Board   OPEN   
       
 
Mentoring:    Membership:    Newsletter:    
 Karen Scarborough   OPEN     OPEN    
 678-594-8950 
 
Room Parents:    Spirit Day:    Staff Appreciation:  Yearbook: 
 OPEN     OPEN     OPEN    OPEN   
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(Arts in Education) Cultural Arts:   The committee exists to enrich our children’s art education and awareness by  
 hosting a Cultural Arts Day. 
 
Bandit Birthday:  We honor each student and staff member with a cupcake during the month of their birthday.  This is served during 
 their lunch. 
 
Bandit Bookstore:  The PTA sponsors a school bookstore before the school day begins between 7:20 and 7:50.  

 The day or days of   the week are determined by the committee head.  School items are available along with spirit items. 
 
Bank Day:  The PTA works together with Washington Mutual to allow students to make deposits into their savings accounts. 
 The amount of money each child deposits on a weekly basis is up to the parents. 
   
Bilingual Parents: This committee is designed to help give input to the board on how to help with our increasing diverse population. 
 This committee would also be willing to help translate newsletters and other important mailings for our children. 
 
Box Tops for Education: Save your General Mills Box Tops! These are used to purchase school items.  All parents need to do is to  
 send in the Box Tops with their child. 
 
Copy Moms:  The parents volunteer to come into the school and provide a much needed service of making copies, sorting work,  
 organizing papers, etc.  This allows the teachers to spend more time in the classroom and in preparations of assignments 
 and teaching. 
 
Fall Festival: This is a once-a-year event where the entire school pitches in to help with the games, food, activities, and prizes.  This 
 committee plans and organizes the event. 
 
Family Development:  This committee will develop programs and projects to help parents improve their skills of understanding and 
 communicating with their children. 
 
Family Valentine Social:  This committee will have a fun time organizing the advertising, music and decorations for this family  
 event in February. 
 
 



Fifth Grade Committee:  This is a group of fifth grade parents who organize, plan and set up the end of the year celebration. 
 This committee is also responsible for the fifth grade t-shirts.  Usually, a fifth grade teacher will help and offer guidance 
 throughout the year. 
 
Fundraising: This committee helps distribute and tabulate the items sold during the fundraiser for both Fall and Spring. 
 
 
Media Center:  These volunteers will assist in maintaining the day-to-day activities in the library.  This is not a daily commitment, it 
 could be weekly or even monthly.   
 
 
Mentoring:  Mentors are needed for our fourth and fifth grade students.  This is a weekly commitment.  A mentor helps the  
 students with work, fun, play and gives a child something to look forward to. 
  
Newsletter:  This monthly PTA publication will contain all the PTA news and information along with calendar updates. 
 
Nominating Committee:  This committee has the responsibility of identifying and nominating eligible candidates for PTA 
 officer and chairpersons.  These will be submitted from the floor at the appropriate PTA meeting. 
 
North Georgia State Fair:  Our Partners in Education, the Cobb County Sheriff’s Department and Publix, operate a booth at the fair. 
 ALL THE PROCEEDS GO TO BELLS FERRY!!  We encourage everyone to stop by to buy or stop by to fry (food that is). 
 
Room Parents:  Our room parents are the backbone of the PTA!  They work with the teachers and organize the parents in each  
 classroom to carry out the class and PTA projects throughout the year.   
 
Spirit Day:  These are held one Friday a month.  Spirit Day is for students and faculty to show their school spirit.  Students and  

faculty will be encouraged to wear school colors or Bandit Shirts.  There will be prizes and recognition for classes with the 
most participation. 

 
Teacher/Staff Appreciation:  The PTA takes appreciating our teachers and staff very seriously!  We are so thankful for the great 
 staff at Bells Ferry.  This committee organizes the ways that all parents can participate in showing our thanks.  This  
 includes a whole week of appreciation.  See what the National PTA suggests:  www.pta.org 
 
Yearbook: This committee will be in charge of editing, layout and photography for the yearbook.  Organization and creativity are a  
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At a Glance 
 
 

Bells Ferry PTA Meetings 
 

August 6th           Sneak-Peek 4:00 – 6:00 PM 
 
September 3rd    1st PTA Meeting/Open House 
                            6:30 – 8:00 PM 
 
October 9th, 10th   Barnes and Noble Book Fair 
 
October 10th        Fall Festival: 11 AM – 3 PM 
 
November 5th      PTA Meeting/Musical  6:30 PM 
 
December 6th      PTA Meeting/Chorus 6:30 PM 
 
January 7th          PTA Dinner/ Technology Night  
                           6:30 – 8:00 
 
February 5th        Valentine Social 6:30 – 8:00 PM 
 
March  5th            BINGO Night 6:30 – 8:00 PM 
  
April 15th              PTA Meeting/Elections 
                            Musical 6:30 PM   
 

PTA Involved Events 
 

September             North GA State Fair 
 
October                  Fall Festival 
                               Barnes and Noble Book Fair 
 
November              Musical 
 
December              Holiday Parties 
                               Chorus 
 
January                  Technology Night 
 
February                 Valentine Social 
 
March                     BINGO Night 
 
April                       School Musical 
 
May                       Staff Appreciation Week 
                              Cultural Arts Day 
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Bells Ferry Elementary School Clubs 

2009 – 2010 
 
 

Name of Club:  Safety Patrol 
 
Mission and Purpose:   To expose students to leadership roles in the area of school safety. 
 
Faculty Advisor:   Melissa Chamrin, Counselor 
 
Description of past and present activities:   Fifth grade students who exhibit good character traits, excellent attendance, and receive A’s and 
B’s, may be selected to be on the Safety Patrol.  Their job is to assist the school in morning and afternoon carpool and bus duty. Additionally, they 
assist students in following school safety rules such as walking safely in the hallways and getting to their required destinations. 
 

***** 
 

Name of Club:   Student Council 
 
Mission and Purpose:  To allow students to have input into programs and projects being offered at Bells Ferry.  The students in classes from 
grades 3 through 5 elect a representative to speak on their behalf. 
 
Faculty Advisor:   Melissa Chamrin, Counselor 
 
Description of past and present activities:   The Student Council is instrumental in the canned food drive during the holidays.  In the past the 
Student Council has collected goods for our servicemen and women, held a towel drive for the animal shelters, assisted in the coin drive for the 
Hurricane Katrina efforts, and helped during Relay for Life activities.  The students have brought ideas to the table that have become a tradition at 
Bells Ferry, including the Family Valentine Social. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

**** 
 
 
 
 
Name of Club:   Bandit News 
 
Mission and Purpose:   Bandit News is a weekly television program that is staffed and reported by our fifth graders.  Each fifth grade student has 
the opportunity to try out for various different parts, including anchors, directors, reporters and much more.  It is important that students who want 
to be on Bandit News have excellent attendance and keep good grades.  The Bandit News team is rotated every six to eight weeks.   
 
Faculty Advisors:   Terri White, Media Specialist  
        Diane Weiglein, Teacher 
 
Description of past and present activities:   Students have reported on classroom events, field trips, school activities and after-school functions.  
There is a section devoted to Character Education.   
 
 

**** 
 

Name of Club:   First Lego League 
 
Mission and Purpose:   Bells Ferry has its own robotic club.  Two student teams of ten fourth and fifth graders work together to build and create 
missions, based on FLL rules, out of Legos and a computer program.  The students also work together to research information from the assigned 
task that FLL sends out to all teams.  Students will compete at various levels within four competition areas.  Students compete against other teams 
of students from fourth grade to eighth grade. 
 
 
Faculty Advisor:   Theresa Bass 
   
Description of past and present activities:   During the first year of this program our students created and designed their very first robots.  They 
created Power Point presentations on the drought.  Our teams scored first and second place in gracious professionalism.  One of our teams 
moved on to regional competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Cobb County Public Schools – Chart of Responsibilit ies for  
Responses to Civil Rights Concerns 

 
 
Policies of the Cobb County Board of Education require full compliance with all federal and state non-discrimination laws.  This compliance policy 
is inclusive of the following federal laws: 
 
   Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
   Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 
   Age Discrimination and Employment Act (ADEA) 
   Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1972 
   Public Law 101-476, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
   Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
 
Facilities Accessibility    Director of Constructio n 
 
Title VI; Title VII; Title IX   Chief Human Resourc e Officer 
ADEA; Employee Issues; ADA; 
Personnel Issues; Section 504 
 
Student Program Accessibility;  Assistant Superinte ndent, Special Student Services 
Section 504; ADA; 
Public Law 101-476 (IDEA) 
 
Title IX; Student Issues   Director, Student Activi ties 
 
 
Title VI; Student Issues   Assistant Superintendent , Operational Support Services 
 
 
Questions concerning policies and practices of an individual school of the Cobb County School System may be addressed to the building 
Principal; to any of the persons listed above at the Cobb County Board of Education, P.O. Box 1088, Marietta, GA 30061, 770-426-3300; or to the 
Director, Office for Civil Rights, Education Department, Washington, D.C. 20201. 
 



Policies & Procedures 
 

Parents, please feel free to review Cobb County School Board Policy at your leisure.  Policy manuals are located in  
the Media Center for your reference and on www.cobbk12.org (click on Board Policies).  The following procedures represent general 

reference areas but are not inclusive of total School Board or local school policy. 
 

Attendance, Tardies, and Arrival Time  
Regular school attendance is required by law for all children between the ages of seven and sixteen.  Regular attendance means actual 
attendance of a pupil during the entire day.  The Bells Ferry school day is from 7:50 a.m. to 2:20 p.m.  A student arriving at school after 7:50 a.m. 
is counted tardy.  If the child comes to school after 11:05 a.m., he/she is counted absent.  Children who arrive after school begins are tardy and 
must stop by the office to get an admittance slip to the classroom.  Tardiness is a real problem to the total school.  Classes are disrupted each 
time a child is late.  Please get children to school on time.  Children who are constantly tardy miss much of their early hours of instruction, a critical 
period of instruction during the day. 
 
Instructional time in an elementary school is structured and sequential.  Family vacations should be planned with the school calendar in mind to 
prevent children from missing essential skills.  When a student is absent, he/she must bring a written, signed excuse upon returning to school. 
 
According to state regulations, students may be excused from school for the following reasons:  when personally ill and when attendance in school 
would endanger their health or the health of others; when in their immediate  family there is a serious illness or death which would reasonably 
necessitate absences from school; on special and recognized religious holidays observed by their faith; when mandated by order of governmental 
agencies (court order); when prevented by situations hazardous to their health or safety. 
 
Attendance is crucial to students’ academic success.  Much of what happens during the instructional day is performance based and can not be 
made up from home.  Presence at school enhances your child’s opportunities to learn and to put their skills into practice.  Attendance is also 
crucial to school success.  Attendance is one of the factors used to determine whether or not a school has made adequate yearly progress.  
Students with 15 or more excused or non-excused absences count AGAINST the school.   Therefore, county policy requires that a parent be 
notified by mail when their student has been absent 10 days or more.  Once a student is absent 15 days or more the school social worker will 
become involved.   
 
Children should not arrive at school before 7:15 a. m. when staff is officially on duty.  Our school day begins at 7:50 a.m. 
 
After School Program 
The After School Program (ASP) will begin on Monday, August 10, 2009.  Hours are 2:20 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  The After 
School Program will operate as an extension of the instructional day for students of Bells Ferry and will function under the guidelines established 
by the Cobb County Board of Education. 
 
All children must  be registered before attending the After School Program.  There is an annual charge of $10.00 per child to register for the After 
School Program.  Please obtain a registration form from the school office prior to your child’s first stay at ASP.  We ask that you carefully read 
ASP guidelines/procedures.  Fees are $35.00 per week or $7.00 per day per child (fees are subject to change).  All payments must be prepaid and 
are due on or before the FIRST day a child attends each week.  There is an ASP box, located outside the front office, into which the child may put 
the payment envelope.  Failure to comply with payment procedures will result in termination from the After School Program.  A LATE FEE of $1.00 
per minute per child will be charged to the parents for every minute past 6:00 p.m., according to the school clock.  A CHILD MAY BE 
WITHDRAWN FROM THE PROGRAM ON THE THIRD LATE CHARGE /PICK UP. 
 
For your child’s safety all children must wear appropriate shoes.  Shoes that pose safety concerns may result in students being kept inside with 
alternate activities.   



ASP staff members plan activities (such as physical movement and play, music, art, games, movies, etc.), and a nutritious snack is provided daily.  
This is included in your fee.  However, upon occasion, ASP may plan a field trip or special program for your child for which an additional fee may 
be requested. 
 
We are happy to offer after school care to our families who need this service.  We will continually work to modify and improve our program to meet 
the needs of our children at Bells Ferry.  We appreciate your support and cooperation. 
 
After School Program Co-Directors:  Melanie Stolz a nd May Ellen Knuchel 
 
Awards 
Awards and recognition certificates will be presented to students at the end of the first three nine weeks and the close of the school year.  The 
criteria for these awards will be determined by national or county guidelines and teacher specification.  Principal’s Honor Roll is awarded to any 
student in 1st – 5th grade who receives all A’s  or 3 +’s and all satisfactory and higher in behavior/conduct and work study skills.  Any student who 
receives an N or a U in behavior/ conduct (in any content area) and/or work study skills will not be eligible for this award. The Honor Roll is 
awarded to any student in 1st – 5th grade who receives all A’s & B’s or 3 +’s & 3’s and all satisfactory and higher in behavior/conduct and work 
study skills.  Any student who receives an N or a U in behavior/conduct (in any content area) and/or work study skills will not be eligible for this 
award.  Perfect Attendance is awarded to any student who has no absences and three or less tardies.   

 
Balloon and Flower Bouquets 
Balloon and flower bouquets cannot be delivered to students at school.  This Cobb County policy has been made due to concerns regarding the 
disruption of class and/or dangerous conditions on the bus caused by the student’s possession of these items.   
  
Birthday Guidelines 
If a parent wishes to honor their child’s birthday you may send in cupcakes to be enjoyed during the class’ lunch period or snack period.  Please 
refrain from sending sheet cakes that must be cut.  County policy allows for one party per year for a class.  This is done just prior to our winter 
holidays.  Therefore, there must be no semblance of a “party” for birthdays.  Please do not send napkins, plates, cups, balloons, etc.  Thank you 
for helping us to adhere to county guidelines.  It is helpful to your teacher to send in a note the week prior to the birthday snack so that the teacher 
will be expecting them. 
 
Additionally, we ask that you not send birthday party invitations to school unless every student in the class will receive one.   
 
Books 
Students may choose to purchase books during our Book Fairs or from periodical listings (Arrow, Scholastic or Lucky Book Clubs), but this is 
optional. 
 
Bus Parking Lanes 
The front of the school is designated as bus parking lanes.  These spaces must be reserved for buses only betwee n 7:15 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.!  Automobiles should only park in spaces designated for cars.  If all of the spaces for automobile parking are full there is 
additional parking available across the street at Publix.  Please assist us by following these guidelines. 
 
Car Riders and Walkers  
Car rider and walker dismissal begins at 2:10.  Prompt pick up of your child by 2:30 p.m. is necessary.  Any student not picked up by 2:30 p.m. 
will be placed in the After School Program at the p arent’s expense.   
 
All car riders must enter and exit the building through the cafeteria entrance of the school.  Do not drop off or pick up your child in front of the 
building until after 7:50.  If your child arrives after 7:50, you must accompany your child into the building. 



 
Please practice patience in the car rider line. Please maintain a single lane of traffic. Do not pass in the car rider line.  DO NOT let students out of 
the car before you reach the entrance.  Students should not be let out and encouraged to go across the traffic.   
 
Remember:  Bus transportation is provided for all students living in the Bells Ferry district. 
 
 
Changes of Information on the Emergency Card  
Changes in information (phone numbers, work numbers, cell numbers, custody, addresses, etc.) should be sent to the school office and classroom 
teacher.  Please help us in this regard. 
 
 
Clinic  
A clinic, staffed by a nurse, is available for treatment of minor illnesses, etc.  It is important to keep information on the clinic card up to date so 
parents can be contacted concerning a student’s illness.  A sick child does not belong at school, and parents should arrange for the child to be 
picked up quickly.  A child cannot stay at school with a fever of 100 degrees or over, having had two episodes of diarrhea, a rash that may be 
contagious, or any other condition that the school nurse or administrator believes may be contagious or disruptive to the classroom instruction. 
 
Cobb County Employees  
All Cobb County employees are required to pass a criminal background check prior to employment.  This policy includes the employees of all 
businesses that contract to do work for the Cobb County School District.  The safety of our students and our employees remains a priority for our 
school system. 
 
Cobb County Board of Education 
The Cobb County Board of Education is composed of seven elected members.  Regularly scheduled meetings are held twice each month on the 
second Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. and the fourth Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the School Administration Building, 514 Glover Street, Marietta, GA 
30060.  Cobb County Board of Education meetings are televised on Cobb Ed TV (Comcast, Channel 24). 
 
Conferences 
All parents should plan on attending a conference to discuss their child’s academic and social progress, during the week of January 25, 2010.  
You will receive a letter prior to conference week with suggested times and dates.  During this week, students are dismissed from school two 
hours early to accommodate individual parent conferences. 
 
Parents and teachers can request additional conferences at any time throughout the school year.  Please contact your teacher to schedule the 
conference.   
 
Counselor 
The elementary counselor’s role is threefold:  counselor, coordinator, and consultant.  The counselor works with students through classroom 
guidance, small groups, and individually.  The counselor also assists teachers and administrators in understanding and meeting individual student 
needs.  Parents are always encouraged to call the counselor at any time they wish to discuss a concern. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Custody of Children 
School personnel are bound by law to release children to either of their natural parents unless we have on file a copy of a court order, or other 
legal document, which grants custody to one parent, the other, or to a third party.  We cannot enter into cases of court litigation unless 
subpoenaed by a court to appear as a witness.  Therefore, if you are divorced or separated, and the custody of your children has been awarded to 
you by the court, a copy of the court order should  be on file in our office.  It is your responsibility as custodial parent or guardian to provide this 
information to the school.  Custodial parents may be contacted should the school feel that court guidelines have been altered by the non-custodial 
parent.  If you are a non-custodial parent, please call the school and request a copy of policy JBCB.  Joint custody situations and specifications 
should also be made known to the school.  Since each divorce situation is unique, we ask your patience in allowing administration ample time to 
review legal papers.  A stepparent, without written consent of the custodial parent, cannot make decisions regarding academic or social needs of 
the student.  Change of custody cannot take place at school. 
 
 

Custodial and Non-Custodial Parents’ Rights 
*Unless Court Order Otherwise Provides 

 
CUSTODIAL PARENT NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT 

1. Makes all educational decisions. 
2. Determines who checks student out of school (can give 

permission for non-custodial parent). 
3. Can request a separate conference. 
4. Make lunchroom and classroom visits. 
5. Custodial parent is notified when a request for records is made 

by the non-custodial parent. 
6. Can give permission (in writing) to a stepparent to receive 

records and/or attend conferences. 

*Notarized letter requesting records is required.  
 
1.  Has access to all student’s records. 
2.  Can request a separate conference. 
3.  Information pertaining to school pictures. 
4.  May attend spectator events in which his or her child is participating. 
5.  Can give permission (in writing) to a stepparent to receive records 
     and/or attend conferences. 

 
 

Separated (Not Yet Divorced) 
*Unless court order otherwise provides 
1.  Both parents have all custodial parent rights including access to student records and school visits. 
2.  Child can only be checked out or picked up at school by the parent that enrolled the child or by an individual who has permission of the parent  
     that enrolled the child. 
 

Joint Custody 
*Both parents (unless court otherwise provides) 
1.  Make all educational decisions. 
2.  Can make lunchroom and classroom visits. 
3.  Have access to all educational records. 
4.  Can give written permission to a stepparent to receive records and/or attend conferences. 
 
Dental/Hearing/Vision Records 
All students are required to submit a completed Hearing, Vision, and Dental Form 3300 before they enter school for the first time. 
 



 
 
Discipline 
Our objective is to teach children self-control and responsibility.  We insist on an orderly environment and the cooperation of students.  We need 
and desire a positive relationship between home and school.  We will not accept behavior which is distracting or disruptive.  Your child’s teacher 
will send home the school-wide discipline plan for you to read, sign and return. 
 
We will always attempt a positive approach to working with students since one of our objectives is a positive self-concept.  When necessary, we 
will be consistent and follow the consequences in the school discipline plan in dealing with unacceptable behavior.  We will inform you when a 
serious action is required and will work with you to overcome any deficiencies in this area. 
 
We will work to prohibit bullying behavior.  Bullying behavior may be defined as  behaviors that are unfair and one-sided.  They happen when 
someone repeatedly hurts, frightens, threatens or leaves someone out on purpose. 
 
House Bill 605 – Improved Student Learning Environment and Discipline Act of 1999 requires the distribution of the Student Behavior Code to all 
parents and students.  Cobb County School District will send a copy of Student Policies and Special Information at the beginning of the school 
year.  All current policies may also be viewed at Cobb.k12.org/bourad/policies/J_Policies/jeda_p.htm.  You may also review a copy of board 
policies in the school office. 
 
Early Dismissals and Transportation Changes 
Evaluation and a review of the day’s activities are a vital part of the instructional day.  This usually takes place during the fifteen minutes prior to 
dismissal.  So that we do not interrupt the classes during this valuable instructional time, we ask that you send a note to the teacher when there 
is a change in transportation for your child.  If y ou need to pick your child up early, you need to co me to the office before  1:45 p.m.    
 
Parents who have a last minute change in plans must park in designated car parking only. DO NOT PARK IN THE BUS LANES.  If there are no 
available parking spots, additional parking is available at Publix.  You must come into the building to sign a student out of school.  Due to safety 
concerns, parents should not drive into the bus area between 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. and 1:50 – 3:00 p.m.  For students’ safety, telephone 
transportation change requests will NOT be accepted.  Please do not call the office with these requests.  
 
(Policy JLIB) No classroom calls for students will occur after 1:50. Transportation changes must be specified in writing.  We will honor written, 
signed requests that are faxed with a photocopy of a picture ID in emergency situations only.  Our school fax is 678-594-8952.  If a child is to be 
picked up early from school and a parent is delayed, the child will be placed in the After School Program at 2:30 p.m., and a fee will be charged. 
 
Early Release Days  
There are two Countywide Early Release Days during the school year.  Students are dismissed at 12:20.  Early Release Days provide valuable 
time for teacher staff development. Please review your school calendar and make necessary arrangements for your child.  All car riders must be 
picked up by 12:30 or the child will be placed in the ASP at your expense.   The early release dates are October 21, 2009 and March 10, 2010. 
 
Emergencies 
Should there be an emergency and you need to pick up your child prior to regular dismissal, you must first come by the school office.  There is a 
sign-out sheet for you to sign.  DO NOT go directly to the class for a student, as the teacher will not release the student to you.  Your child’s safety 
is our concern.  Please establish a family “emergency plan” so that students and teachers will know how your child will go home should the school 
close for an emergency (ex. inclement weather, etc.).  A copy of this information will be kept on file at school, and we ask that you go over this 
plan with your children often during the school year. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Entrance Requirements  
Entrance requirements for admission to Cobb County Schools are established in accordance with the laws of the state of Georgia and policies of 
the Cobb County School System. 
 
1. Age:  Children who are five (5) years of age on or before September 1 are eligible for kindergarten.  Children who are six (6) years of age 
 on or before September 1 are eligible for first grade. 
 
2. Residence:  Children must reside in the Cobb County School district with parents or legal guardians in order to be eligible to attend Cobb 
 schools.  Two proofs of residency must be shown at the time of enrollment. 
 
3. Birth Certificate:  A birth certificate with legal seal or other acceptable legal evidence of birth must be presented at registration. 
 
4. Georgia Certificate of Immunization (Form 3231):  Immunization may be obtained from your private physician or the Cobb County Health 
 Department. 
 
5. A social security number must be provided when a student enters school.  If you do not wish to submit social security information, waiver 

forms are available from the office. 
 
6.   Georgia Hearing, Vision, and Dental Certificate (Form 3300): Parents must furnish this certificate.  Vision and hearing examinations will 
 be conducted at school for all new students to Cobb County and students in fourth grade; however, parents are responsible for the dental 
 examination. 
 
7. Custody Papers, if applicable. 
 
Excuses 
When children are absent, we must receive a dated and signed written excuse from the parent or guardian.  This is a state regulation. 
 
Facility Use/Field Use 
If you wish to use the Bells Ferry facility or grounds for any function (from Little League Sports to individual hockey practice), this must be 
scheduled through Bonnie Garrett (678-594-8282).  Scout meetings must also be scheduled on a first-come/first-served basis.  We welcome 
parents and community to use our grounds and facility but ask that you take pride in its care by picking up trash, parking in designated places, and 
refraining from throwing rocks or misusing equipment.   Please no pets. 
 
Field Trips 
A field trip is defined as “a planned educational experience directly  related to and correlated with a particular unit of study or a specialized 
function of the school.”  This is quoted from the Cobb Board of Education Policy Manual.  The principal will approve only those trips which can be 
shown to have a direct and meaningful relationship to the curriculum, and all field trips are determined and scheduled by the teachers and 
administrators.  Field trip participation is not mandatory nor is it reflective on pupil grades.  Donations may be requested to defray field trip costs.  
Field trips are considered to be a privilege and not a right.  The administration reserves the right to deny field trip participation if, based on the 
student’s previous behavior, attendance is not in the best interest of the student or his or her classmates.  Without parent permission, a student is 
not allowed to participate in a field trip.  A scheduled trip may be canceled due to bad weather, a lack of funds, or other reasons. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Gifted Services  
The Georgia State Board of Education defines a gifted student as “..a student who demonstrates a high degree of intellectual, and/or creative 
ability (ies), exhibits an exceptionally high degree of motivation, and/or excels in specific academic fields, and who needs special instruction and/or 
special ancillary services to achieve at levels commensurate with his or her abilities.” 
 
Cobb County provides services for identified gifted students at all levels.  The gifted program is designed to meet the very specific needs of these 
students and extend competencies in the areas of cognitive skills, learning skills, research and reference skills, communication skills, and 
metacognitive skills beyond the experience of the regular classroom. 
 
Cobb’s gifted program is part of the School Improvement Division and is funded by the state.  The Georgia State Department of Education governs 
the procedures for identifying and placing students in the gifted program. 

Eligibility Criteria 
To be eligible for gifted services, the criteria must be met in three of the following four areas or psychometrically through qualifying test scores in 
only areas 1 and 2: 
 

1. Mental Ability 
·  96th percentile on a nationally normed test 

 
2. Achievement 

·  90th percentile on Total Reading, Total Math, or Composite 
on a nationally normed test 
OR 

·  A superior student-generated product or performance 
 
 

3. Creativity 
·  90th percentile on a nationally normed test 

OR 
·  90th percentile on a standardized creativity rating scale 

OR 
·  A superior student-generated product or performance 

4. Motivation 
·  90th percentile on a standardized motivation rating scale 

OR 
·  A superior student-generated product or performance 

 
·  A qualifying score on a nationally normed test is required to meet the criteria in at least one area. 
·  Any data used to establish eligibility in one area shall not be used to establish eligibility in another area. 
·  Any test score used to establish eligibility shall be current within two years. 
·  Outside testing may not be substituted for school generated data to determine eligibility. 
·  Only one of the criteria may be met by a score on a standardized rating scale. 
·  A product/performance may be used to meet eligibility in only one area. 

 
Identification  

Evaluation for Services 
Elementary students have three opportunities for evaluation for gifted services: 
 

·  First Grade:  Students are referred for evaluation through a process that considers information provided by kindergarten and first grade 
teachers and from parents.  (A Request for Consideration form will be issued to all parents of first grade students during conference 
week.)  First grade students also participate in a system-wide assessment in the fall.  These assessment results are used in determining 



eligibility. Parents and/or teachers may request consideration. 
·  Third Grade:  All students are evaluated through system-wide assessment in the fall.  
·  Fifth  Grade:  All students are evaluated through system-wide assessment in the fall. 

 
 

Transfer Students  
A student already participating in a gifted program in Georgia will most likely be transferred into the Cobb County program.  However, the eligibility 
committee will review the student’s records and test data before a final placement decision is made.  Students who transfer from out-of state must 
meet Georgia requirements for placement in the Cobb County program.  Test data from a previous school will be considered if the test results are 
less than two years old and if they meet the Georgia eligibility criteria.  Referrals for transfer students are available from the guidance office or 
from the Accelerated Learning Program (ALP) teachers. 
 

Gifted Curriculum  
 

Gifted services must meet Georgia Performance Standards while providing differentiated curriculum based on the assessed needs of the students.  
This gifted curriculum includes a more elaborate, complex, and in-depth study of major ideas, problems, and themes than would ordinarily be 
available in the regular classroom.  The curriculum blends instruction in math, science, social studies, and language arts into units that examine 
central themes, issues, problems, and topics. 
 
Fundamental to curriculum developed for gifted students are learning experiences that develop the use of thinking skills and processes.  This 
instruction enables students to apply these skills and make informed decisions, to understand and apply concepts, to make judgments and to 
define, create, and implement strategies for solving problems. 
 
Heelys 
Heelys pose a safety risk.  Therefore, they are not permitted to be worn to school or at after school related events on campus. 
 
Homework 
The purpose of homework is to reinforce and extend what your child has learned in class and to develop a sense of self-discipline, personal 
responsibility, and independent thinking.  As a rule, new material is not assigned for homework.  We hope the following information and 
suggestions will be helpful for establishing homework guidelines.  Primary aged elementary students should not be expected to have homework 
every day.  Appropriate work given three times per week which requires no more than 30 minutes to complete is adequate.  Should your child 
spend more time on homework, please let the teacher know and examine your child’s personal work habits.  It is reasonable to expect 
intermediate aged students to have homework four times per week which requires no more than 60 minutes to complete.  In addition to regular 
homework, occasional projects which require some weekend time are also appropriate. 
 
What you, as a parent, can do to help your child is to: 

1. Provide your child with a quiet place to work – a table, a desk, etc. 
2. Set a regular time for doing homework each day and maintain it.  Good times are just before or just after dinner.  Children should be given 

play time before beginning homework time. 
3. See that your child brings home assignments, clearly written, in a notebook, agenda, or folder. 
4. Assist by offering helpful explanations and by seeing that homework is neat and complete.  Never do an assignment for your child.  

 
Hours 
School hours are 7:50 a.m. to 2:20 p.m.   Classes begin promptly.  Students not in their classroom by 7:50 a.m. are considered tardy.  Please help 
us teach responsibility to children by arriving on time.  Please do not bring your child to school prior to 7:15 a.m. Since our staff is not on duty and 



often not in the building prior to 7:15 a.m., it is impossible for us to assume responsibility and supervise students prior to this time.  Students or 
parents must check in at the school office if they return to school after dismissal for any reason. 



Immunizations 
All registering students must submit to the school a certificate of immunization completed by a doctor or health officer.  This certificate must be 
on the form provided by the State, Form 3231 or For m 3189.  If religious beliefs prohibit immunization, an official waiver must be secured from 
the Cobb County Board of Education.  (Policy JGCB)  Hepatitis “B” immunizations are also required of students (born after 1/1/92) entering 
Georgia schools.  Please call the school (678-594-8950) or Health Department (770-514-2315) for more information regarding immunizations.  A 
second MMR immunization will be required for all rising 6th graders. 
 
Inclement Weather  
Please tune in to local radio and television stations for announcements of school closings.  In the event of early dismissal, students will be sent 
home following the instructions on the parent completed emergency dismissal forms.  The After School Program will be cancelled.  Below are the 
media sites that will be notified of Cobb County School District closings: 
 
    TELEVISION STATIONS     RADIO STATIONS 
     
    WSB-TV (Channel 2)      WSB (750 AM) 
    WAGA-TV (Channel 5)      WFOX (97.1 FM) 
    WXIA-TV (Channel 11)      WGST (105.7 FM) 
    WGNX-TV (Channel 46)      WKIX (101.5 FM) 
            WYAY/WYAI (106.7 FM) 
            STAR 94 (94.1 FM) 
            WAZX (1550 AM) 
            WFTD (1080 AM) 
 
Instructional Time 
The cooperative goal of home and school is to provide the best educational experience possible.  Therefore, we solicit your cooperation in 
guarding valuable instructional time.  Please do not “drop-in” to the classrooms to visit.  We welcome pre-arranged classroom observations that 
are limited to 20 minutes or less.  Please consult with your child’s teacher for an appointment. 
 
Additionally, should you need to ask questions or consult with your child’s teacher please refrain from doing so without an appointment.  Teachers 
are responsible for the safety and supervision of students beginning at 7:15.    Conversations with parents must not happen during the period of 
the day that teachers are responsible for students.  Please make an appointment to speak with the teacher during their planning period or after 
school.  This allows our teachers to give students and parents their full attention.  
 
 
Insurance  
School accident insurance information will be given to parents at the beginning of the school year. 
 
Late Pick Ups 
If your child is being picked up from school by car, please be sure to arrive by 2:10 p.m. and wait for dismissal of carpool riders near the cafeteria 
entrance.  If a parent has not arrived by 2:30 p.m., the child will be placed in ASP and a fee charged.  Under no circumstances should a parent 
drive into or park in the bus lanes to run into the office. All cars must park in designated spaces. Additional parking is available at Publix.  
Buses, cars, and children do not mix; this is a major safety issue and violations will be addressed. 



Lost and Found 
We suggest that you stamp or write your child’s name in clothing worn to school.  The school will hold lost clothing a reasonable length of time, 
after which it will be given to a charitable organization.  You may come and look for a lost item at any time.  The lost and found container is located 
in the cafeteria. 
 
Lunch/Breakfast  
We know you’re busy, but you want nutritious, attractive meals for your child each day.  Good nutrition plays an extremely important role in your 
child’s academic success.  Breakfast is served from 7:15 – 7:40 daily.  There is a variety of food available each day.  Breakfast is $1.00 for 
children and $1.25 for adults.  We offer a healthy and nutritious lunch to your child each day. Student lunches will be $1.60, adult lunches will be 
$2.50, a la carte milk will be $0.50.  When compared to a home-packed lunch of equal nutritional value, school lunches are a bargain.  Our goal is 
to have the best lunch possible for our students at a reasonable cost.  You’ll find updated menus and a complete price list for all lunch and a la 
carte choices offered in our school’s café on the County Food and Nutrition Services web site www.cobb.k12.ga.us/~foodsvc.   Menus featured 
in our café are tailored by the Cobb County Food and Nutrition Services Department based on student preferences. 
 
Students may choose from a wide variety of foods at lunch.  All lunches served in Cobb County Schools meet one third of a student’s food needs 
each day.  The meal pattern is 2 oz. meat or meat alternate; ¾ cup of fruit and/or vegetable; 1-2 servings of bread; and additional foods as needed 
to meet energy needs.  A half-pint of milk or fortified juice is included in the price of lunch.  If a child has a food allergy, parents may discuss their 
needs with the Food and Nutrition Service Manager. 
 
Eating in the cafeteria is a learning experience.  It is there that a student learns to enjoy new foods and practice courtesy and good manners.  All 
students are required to eat in the dining room whether they buy lunch or bring it from home.  Students are encouraged to prepay for lunches for 
the week, month, quarter or year.  Prepayments may be made in the dining room every Monday and Tuesday before 7:50 a.m.  Menus will be 
provided to assist in your child’s lunch planning.  Milk, juice, and other items can also be purchased separately.  Cobb County School District 
now offers a system called Mealpay, which allows yo u to make payments to your child’s meal account via  the telephone or internet.  You 
can prepay with your VISA, MasterCard or Discover credit card online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Payments made online will be credited to 
your child’s account approximately 24 hours from the time of credit card payment.   
 
Mealpay also provides easy access to view your chil d’s balance and payment history.  You can even be notified by email when the account 
balance is low.  You do not have to make prepayments to utilize these features.  You simply have to register with Mealpay on line at 
www.mealpay.com . To prepay for meals by phone , simply dial 1-866-210-3679.  To prepay online , go to www.mealpay.com  to log on and 
use your credit card to fund your child’s meal account.  There is a convenience charge of 5.75%.  You will need to know your child’s Cobb County 
Student ID Number (6-7 digit number).  You can get this from the cafeteria manager (678-594-8951) or the administrative office at school.  Any 
money on account or negative balances due to non-sufficient funds checks on your child’s account for the 2008-2009 school year will roll over to 
the 2009 - 2010 school year.  All negative balances should be paid prior to the start of the school year.  Food Service Managers will be in their 
offices one week before schools starts to settle any negative balances and accept prepayments.  Prepayments will be accepted through Mealpay 
or at Meet and Greet as long as your child has a student ID number. 
 
Bells Ferry uses the following procedure regarding lunch.  If a child realizes he/she has forgotten lunch money, we will allow him/her to charge up 
to $4.80 in charges.  Charges are not allowed for a la carte or adult choices.  All charges should be paid back immediately.  If the charge limit is 
exceeded, your child will be given an alternate meal (peanut butter sandwich and milk, or cheese sandwich and milk).  No alternate meal is  
is provided for breakfast.  To prevent your child from having to receive an alternate meal, please ensure that you send money or use Mealpay to 
keep accounts current.  Free and reduced lunches will be provided for those families who qualify and complete the Family Application for Free and 
Reduced Price Meals application form.  The applications are given to each student at the beginning of the school year and can take up to ten (10) 
working days to process.  A notice of approval or disapproval will be sent home with your child.  All applications are confidential.  Additional 
applications are available at any time during the school year and may be obtained either through the café manager or our front office.   
 



 
 
 
Parents and special guests are welcome to join us for lunch.  Please sign in and get a Visitor’s Sticker at the office if dining with your child.  So that 
we can honor our “late eaters” with their lunch choice, we ask that whenever possible, you call the lunchroom by 9:00 a.m. and ask that a lunch be 
prepared for you.  We do understand that sometimes you may be unable to notify us (example: an unplanned visit to school) and we will certainly 
work with you in this event.  In support of our school lunch program, we ask that  you do not bring in food from restaurants.  Also 
carbonated drinks are not allowed in our school din ing room.  The lunchroom phone number is 678-594-8951. 
 
Make-up Work 
If a student is absent for only one day, the missed work will be made up when the student returns to school. Should a student be absent for two or 
more days a parent may request assignments to be prepared for completion at home.  Teachers must be given 24 hours notice to prepare the 
assignments and have them placed in the office for pick up. 
 
Media Center 
The Media Center offers a variety of learning opportunities for students.  Students may come to visit the Media Center with their class, in small 
groups, or individually to check out books, do research and work at computers.  The media specialist works closely with teachers and students to 
provide appropriate instruction.  There is no late fee for books that students keep after the assigned period; however, students will not be able to 
check out additional books until the due book is returned or paid for.  Books, which are damaged beyond repair, must be purchased by the 
student.  Report cards will be held until library books are r eturned or paid for. 
 
Other materials and audio-visual equipment are available for classroom use.  A closed circuit TV System and VCR equipment provide additional 
media instruction to enhance the total instructional program.  Computer technology and assistance are also available from the Media Center. 
 
Medications, Illness, and Accidents 
Our clinic nurse is trained to treat minor emergencies and dispense medications when needed.  A medication form must be completed by parents 
prior to dispensing of medicines (prescription or non-prescription).  Over-the-counter drugs must be kept in their original container.  Prescription 
drugs must also be in their original container, with the name of the medication, proper dosage, how and when to be given, the patient’s name, the 
prescribing physician, and the pharmacy filling the prescription.  Please make sure that dosage or medication changes are given to the office or 
clinic nurse and a new medication form is completed.  Parents must bring prescription medication to schoo l.  Students should not be 
responsible for transporting any medications containing controlled substances to school.  (Policy JCDAB/C)  This policy was developed to protect 
our children; please review the policy or call the school for clarification.  It is of utmost importance that we maintain a clinic card on file for 
reference and that parents keep information current on this card for emergency treatment purposes.  No medication will be dispensed in the 
classroom unless approved by administration.   
A child who has been ill due to a communicable disease must provide written permission from a doctor or health officer to return to school (ex. 
head lice, conjunctivitis).  If a child is suspected of having a communicable disease, parents will be called to pick up the child from school and 
seek a physician’s diagnosis prior to returning the student to a classroom.  This local school procedure is made in the best interest and safety of all 
of our students.  Please do not send students to school who feel ill or who have had a fever during the previous 24 hour s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Guidelines for Medication Administration at School 

 
·  Parents must complete an “Authorization to Give Medication at School” form available at school for each medication given. 

 
·  All medication must be in the original, labeled container.  Medications sent in baggies or unlabeled containers will not be given.  Please 

send an extra supply of medication for ASP.  Pharmacists may provide two labeled bottles for this purpose. 
 

·  Medications must be brought to the school office/clinic by parents. 
 

·  Over-the-counter medications may be given for up to 10 consecutive days with an “Over-the-Counter Medication Permission Form” must 
be on file in the clinic.  A doctor’s note is required for over-the-counter medication that is given for more than 10 consecutive days. 

 
·  Over-the-counter medications which do not give a dosage on the label for children under 12 years of age will not be given unless a 

doctor’s note is provided.  The doctor’s note must include the dosage to be given. 
 

·  The school will not supply over-the-counter medications. 
 

·  Over-the-counter diet pills, vitamins, dietary supplements, including minerals or herbs will not be given. 
 

·  Parents must inform the school of any medication changes.  New medication or different doses will not be given unless the parent 
completes a new medication form.  The information on the prescription bottle label must match the new consent form. 

 
·  Students may carry inhalers, Epipens or insulin with a completed “Authorization for Student to Carry a Prescription Inhaler, Epipen or 

Insulin” form on file in the clinic. 
 

·  All students may have cough drops and throat lozenges with a completed “Over-the-Counter Medication Permission Form” on file in the 
clinic.  A copy of the permission should be carried by the student and medication must be in the original container. 

 
·  Medication not picked-up by parents by the last day  of school will be destroyed. 

 
 
 
Messages 
Messages for students and staff will be handled in the office.  Preservation of instructional time is of utmost importance.  The office staff will be 
available to take and relay messages.  Please do not interrupt instruction to talk to staff or students.  Teachers will respond to messages during 
their planning periods. 
 
Moment of Silence 
We will observe a moment of silence at the beginning of each school day as required by the official Code of Georgia. 
 
Notices 
Notices are frequently sent home giving general information.  Please remind your child of the importance of such notices.  Student work will be 
sent home on a regular basis.  Your child’s teacher will let you know when to look for this work.  If requested, please sign and return to school. 
 



 
Parent/Guardian Conferences 
The week of January 25, 2010 has been designated by Cobb County Schools as Conference Week.  During this week, students will be dismissed 
two (2) hours early each day.  Teachers will attempt to schedule a 20-minute conference with every child’s parent(s) or guardian(s) during this 
week.  Parents/guardians should make every effort to attend their scheduled conference and plan for a two-way sharing regarding their child. 
 
Parties/Gift Exchanges 
Cobb County Board of Education Policy (JHD) stipulates that only one party is allowed each school year.  This party is held prior to the winter 
holidays.  In an effort to protect the sensitivity of all chil dren, students are not allowed to distribute privat e party invitations to 
classmates while at school, unless the entire class  is invited.   We ask that you assist us in this regard. 
 
Birthday parties can not be held at school. If you would like to send a snack or treat to the students in your child’s class, please clear this with 
the classroom teacher. Please refrain from sending plates, cups, napkins, etc.   Personal gift items (flowers, balloons, telegrams, etc.) cannot be 
delivered to students in class. 
 
Performing Arts and Cultural Arts Programs 
A Performing Arts Program is provided for all Cobb County students.  A specified donation from parents covers the cost of both transportation, 
when necessary, and the programs.  Some performances are seen by our children at Bells Ferry.  A permission slip is required for students to 
attend Performing Arts Programs off campus. 
 
Personal Items  
Students are not to bring any personal playthings, novelties, pets, equipment, etc., to school unless given permission by a member of the staff.  
Knives, weapons, or look-alikes of any sort are strictly prohibited by Cobb County Board of Education policy.  Please review Cobb County Policy 
JCDAC regarding “weapons on campus”.  If your child wishes to bring a “look-alike” weapon to school as part of a play or presentation, please ask 
permission (in writing) from the principal.  A little planning and communication can prevent negative consequences from happening. 
 
Physical Education 
Participation in physical education is required by Georgia law and is mandatory except for health reasons.  A dated, written note is required from a 
physician or parent explaining the nature of the illness or injury and the length of time before normal participation can be resumed. 
 
Everyday school dress is acceptable; however, long or short pants provide the greatest freedom of movement for maximum participation.  For all 
activities, flat, rubber-soled shoes are required.  Pants, shorts and appropriate shoes may be kept in the classroom, for special occasions.  
Complete participation is necessary in order to fulfill the requirements of the physical education program.  Your child cannot participate 
satisfactorily without fulfilling the dress requirement.  These requirements are for safety reasons, prevention of accidents and maximum 
participation. 
 
Pictures  
Individual pictures will be taken in the fall on Monday, September 17, 2009. Individual and class pictures will be taken in the spring on Wednesday, 
February 24, 2010. All profits from school pictures are used to purchase additional materials, supplies, educational equipments, and other items 
for the school. 
 
Policies and Procedures 
A copy of current Cobb County School Board policies is housed in the Media Center for your review.  You may wish to refer to sections governing 
areas of specific interest, such as Attendance, Student Behavior, Suspensions, Weapons, Gang Activities, Medications, and Sexual Harassment.  
Should you need clarification of any policy, please contact an administrator. 
 



Records 
Student records are available for inspection by custodians of the child.  Procedures  for this inspection are available through the school secretary.  
Records will be sent to a child’s new school, in case of transfer, when requested by the receiving school.  Please notify us at least two days prior 
to a move, so the records can be prepared and any debts paid. 
 
Registration  
Registration is held in the spring for kindergarten and new first grade students entering Bells Ferry in the fall.  Registration for all other new 
students is held in July.  Registration cards for returning students are sent home in the spring for parents to update and return.  If you are renting 
or leasing you will be required to provide an updated rental/lease agreement each year. 
 
Reporting System 
The Bells Ferry staff continually monitors student progress both formally and informally.  Written reports are sent home at nine week intervals. 
 
School Bus Statement  
Our goal is to provide each student that is eligible to ride the bus the most safe and sufficient means of transportation to our schools.  We believe 
that students are citizens of Cobb County and have a right to a safe and comfortable trip to and from school.  Along with these rights are also 
responsibilities.  Safety rules and regulations have been developed to assure all students eligible to ride the bus of their rights, but it is also their 
responsibility to follow these rules.  When rules are broken, the privilege of riding the bus will be interrupted.  We encourage our parents to help 
instill the rules of conduct to bring about an atmosphere of safety and respect for one another.   

SCHOOL BUS CONDUCT 
 
The behavior of students on school buses is considered an extension of classroom behavior.  Maintaining proper conduct while on the bus shall 
be the joint responsibility of the student, parent, bus driver and school officials.  Students shall observe the following code of conduct established 
by the Cobb County Public Schools: 
1. Students must show proper respect to the driver at all times and obey all driver instructions. 
2. Large toys, insects, glass bottles, animals, plastic bags, straight/safety pins, skateboards or objectionable/dangerous items are not  
 permitted. 
3. Tobacco, illegal drugs, alcohol and weapons or look-alikes are prohibited. 
4. Students will keep his/her arms and head inside the bus at all times. 
5. Nothing is to be thrown in, out or from the bus. 
6. The use of obscene language or gestures is forbidden. 
7. Destruction or defacing school property is prohibited. 
8. Fighting or physical play is prohibited. 
9. Unnecessary noise is prohibited. 
10. Food, gum or drinks cannot be consumed on the bus. 
11.  Drivers are required to assign seats to elementary and middle school students. 
12. Students must be seated at all times unless otherwise directed by the driver. 
13. Students must be quiet at railroad crossings. 
14. When crossing a street is necessary, students will wait for the driver to signal to cross the street and then cross in front of the bus in full 
 view of the driver. 
15. Students may transport band instruments only if space is available. 
16. The emergency door, windows and hatches are to be used only at the direction of the driver. 
17. Students are to be at the bus stop five minutes prior to the scheduled time and are to wait in an orderly manner.  The bus is not  
 considered late until five minutes past the schedule time. 
18. Students may be allowed to ride a bus and to disembark at a bus stop other than that assigned for their residence provided the 
 parent/guardian submits the request in writing to the principal for approval. 



19. Any other disruptive behavior will be referred to the principal as deemed necessary to insure safe transportation of student. 
 

TRANSPORTATION CHANGES 
 

As stated previously the bus driver wants to make sure our children are picked up for school and taken home in the afternoon in the most safe, 
appropriate and orderly way possible.  For this reason, parents are to send a written, dated note  in advance to the principal any time the routine 
transportation procedures are changed:  walking or riding in a car instead of riding the bus; riding a bus to a friend’s house; riding a different bus; 
and/or getting off his/her bus at a different stop.   The note  is critical and is for your child’s protection.  Approval of the change for the bus is 
contingent upon available seating space on the bus.  The bus driver is under direct orders,  if the written permission  has not been sent by the 
parent and signed by the principal, the child will have to ride the regular bus home and get off at the regular stop.  We thank the parents and 
guardians in advance for your understanding and cooperation in keeping our children safe. 
 
 

SCHOOL BUS INFORMATION 
 

Bus drivers have a tremendous responsibility in transporting our students safely each day.  As hard as we try to provide a timely service each and 
every day, there are times when a driver is absent from work due to illness, inclement weather, mechanical breakdowns or personal matters. 
When this happens, routes may be run as a second load.  This will cause the route to be run late.  In these instances, we ask the parents and 
students to please be patient.  Students should not leave their assigned stop.  A bus will be by to pick them up as quickly as possible.  Parents 
leaving their children at a stop before going to work are encouraged to have a contingency plan such as: a neighbor or family member they can go 
to, a way to get back in their house, and a phone number for your work or another family member.  Perhaps there can be an agreement among 
parents in your neighborhood to supervise or carpool students to school if the bus is extremely late.  We cannot emphasize enough the need for 
supervision at the bus stop. 
 
Any further concerns of policy and procedures shoul d be directed to the Transportation Department at 6 78-594-8000. 
 
School Closing Due to Inclement Weather 
When the Cobb County School System is going to be closed because of inclement weather, the decision for closing school is usually made and 
given to the radio and television stations by 6:00 a.m.  Most metro area radio stations will announce school closings right after the headlines on 
the hour and at frequent intervals.  (See Inclement Weather  for list of TV and radio stations.) 
 
If a decision to close is made during the working hours of the school day, the statement will be given to the media.  We require parents to 
complete an inclement weather so that the school can follow your instructions regarding your child in case of early closing.  We are not able to 
reach parents individually by phone to notify you of the school closing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
School Council 
Why were school councils established?  The A+ Education Reform Act (HB1187) established school councils in Georgia to “bring communities 
and schools closer together in a spirit of cooperation to solve difficult education problems, improve academic achievement, provide support for 
teachers and administrators, and bring parents into the school-based decision-making process.” 

·  School councils provide advice, recommendations, and assistance to principals and local boards of education. 
·  The management and control of public schools remains the responsibility of local boards of education. 
·  The school leader is the principal. 
·  An elected parent serves as the chair. 
·  Two certified teachers elected by the teachers. 
·  Two parents (or guardians) elected by the parents. 
·  Two businesspersons, one appointed by the local board of education and one elected by the other five non-business members of the 

council. 
What are the roles and responsibilities of council members?  All members of the school council must: 

·  Maintain a school-wide perspective on issues, 
·  Regularly participate in council meetings, 
·  Participate in information and training programs, 
·  Act as a link between the school council and the community, 
·  Encourage the participation of parents and others within the school community, and  
·  Work to improve student achievement and performance. 

School councils are advisory bodies .  They may provide advice and recommendations to the school principal and local board of education on 
any matter, including but not limited to: 

·  School calendar 
·  School codes for conduct and dress 
·  Curriculum, program goals, and priorities 
·  Responses to school audits conducted by the Office of Accountability 
·  Preparation and distribution of a school profile to the community 
·  School budget priorities 
·  School-community communication strategies 
·  Methods of reporting to parents and the community 
·  Extra-curricular activities 
·  School-based and community services 
·  Community use of the school facility 
·  Recommendations concerning school board policies 
·  Reviewing reports regarding progress toward meeting student achievement goals 
·  Methods and specifications for the delivery of early interventions 

How do school councils conduct business?  
·  Monthly meetings are held at the school. 
·  A quorum of four must be present to take action. 
·  All decisions are determined by a majority vote of the members. 
·  The council may appoint committees, student groups, and task forces. 
·  Meetings are subject to the Open Meetings Act. 
·  Records are subject to the Open Records Act. 

 



 
What is the role of the local board of education wi th school councils?  The local board of education shall: 

·  Provide all information not specifically made confidential by law 
·  Assign an employee of the school system to attend council meetings when requested 
·  Receive all recommendations of the school council 
·  Receive and review the school council’s annual report 

The local board of education can overturn any decis ion of the school council by:  
·  Providing public notice of the board’s intent to consider the action or decision of the school council at a local board of education meeting, 
·  Providing written notice to school council members at least seven days prior to the meeting of the board’s intent to consider a specific 

council decision, 
·  Providing an opportunity for the school council to present information in support of their action or decision, an  
·  Voting by a majority vote to overturn the school council’s decision. 

Are school council members required to have trainin g?  The law requires each local board of education to provide or make available training 
for school council members at least twice per year.  Initial training must be offered no later than July. 
 
Security  
Due to several incidents in some Cobb County Schools involving thefts from cars and within the schools, the main entrance of the school will be 
locked at 3:00 p.m. every day. Should you need entrance into the building after 3:00 and before 6:00 please enter through the cafeteria doors and 
speak with the ASP staff.   We also ask that you lock your cars when you “run in” to get your child from school or the After School Program.  If you 
see anything suspicious in our parking lot, please let the staff know. 
 
Sexual Harassment 
Cobb County School System has policy governing sexual harassment and student, teacher, and staff behavior.  Should you wish to review this 
information, please contact the principal and reque st a copy of Policy JICK or stop by the Media Center. 
 
Snacks 
Students may bring nutritious snacks to school to be eaten at a time designated by the classroom teacher.  Please refrain from sending in cookies, 
candy carbonated beverages or drinks with red dye. 
 
Student Assessment 
Testing students provides information that assists the school as it attempts to select the optimum placement and plan for a child’s educational 
program.  Informal and standardized tests also help the school assess areas of strength and weakness in the school program.  A third use of 
standardized tests is to allow the school and parents to compare and contrast the performance of the student, school, and/or school system with 
the group scores of other students, schools, and systems.  It is very important that students take tests seriously and that they are rested and 
present on the day that standardized testing is given.  Please be aware of the following tests and the TENTATIVE dates on which they will occur. 
 
Kindergarten                                             Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills                    On-going throughout the year 
 
First-Fifth Grades   Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency Test   April 14 – April 23 
 
Third and Fifth Grades   Cognitive Abilities Test      September 9 - 11 
 
Third and Fifth Grades   Iowa Tests of Basic Skills/Cognitive Abilities Test  September 14 - 21 
 
Fifth Grade    Writing Assessment      March 3 



 
 
 
 
Student Behavior 
All students are expected to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner.  Students are expected to: 
1. Conduct themselves in an orderly fashion. 
2. Work cooperatively with students and teachers. 
3. Perform at their maximum academic level. 
4. Respect authority and the rights of others. 
5. Care for school equipment and property. 
6. Enter and leave the areas of the building quietly. 
7. Walk to the right side of the hall. 
8. Refrain from the use of vulgar or profane language. 
9. Be honest. 
10. Settle disputes without fighting. 
11. Leave toys and other inappropriate objects at home. 
12. Avoid excessive talking. 
13.  Remain in the classroom unless given permission to leave by the teacher. 
14. Remain on campus during the school day, unless checked out by a parent or guardian. 
15. Carry all homework assignments and school communication home on the day in which they are given and return them on the date  
 specified by the teacher. 
16. Practice good table manners during mealtime. 
17. Arrive at school on time each day. 
 
Response to Intervention Team 
The Response to Intervention Team (RTI) provides a systematic way for teachers to receive suggestions, data and feedback about students who 
are having difficulty in the classroom.  The team is composed of classroom teachers, administrators, special education teachers, the school 
psychologist, and counselor.  The students’ parents and the student, if appropriate, are also included on the team. 
 
 
 
Suspension  
The power of suspension is vested in the school administration.  In every case involving suspension, the parents will be notified.  The school-wide 
discipline plan includes more information concerning suspension. 
 
 
Tardiness 
Children who arrive after school begins are tardy and must stop by the office to get a tardy slip to the classroom.  School begins at 7:50 a.m. 
Students must be in their classrooms by 7:50 a.m. 
 
Telephone Messages 
Please remind your child to have all instructions and necessary material for the day prior to leaving for school.  If your child’s after school plans 
change, it will be necessary for you to notify the teacher in writing.  Teachers are unable to receive calls during their instructional day.  The 
secretary will relay messages to the teacher, and your call will be returned later.   
 



 
 
 
 
Testing  
ABILITY TESTS 
The Cognitive Abilities Test is given to first and third grade students. 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS TEST 
G-KIDS is given to all Kindergarten students. 
CRCT is given to all first through fifth grade students. 
Fifth Grade Writing Test is given to all fifth grade students. 
IOWA is given to all third and fifth grade students. 
 
Textbooks  
Textbooks are issued to all students.  Students are expected to take care of the textbooks assigned to them.  If textbooks are damaged, fees will 
be assessed for damage or loss.  Report cards will be withheld at the end of the school year if fees have not been paid. 
 
Traffic Safety 
The speed limit on Bells Ferry Property is 10 mph.  It is required that all drivers maintain one lane of traffic during the morning drop-off times.   
 
Transfers 
Request for transfer from one school to another when no physical move is involved must be directed to the Central Office for approval.  Bells Ferry 
cannot accept transfers outside its attendance area.  Students who do not reside with parent(s) or legal guardian(s) in Cobb County cannot attend 
Cobb County Schools.  Proof of residency may be required of parents initially enrolling students at Bells Ferry or if it is suspected that parents and 
students are no longer Cobb County residents. 
 
 
Vandalism 
Deliberate and willful destruction of school property will not be tolerated.  After-hours vandalism will be reported to the police immediately and 
charges will be brought against offenders.  Parents are responsible for replacing property destroyed by a student.  (Policy JICDA-E Section T)  
Should you observe vandalism to our school, please try to remember an auto tag number and call the Cobb County Police Department or the 
school. 
 
Visitor Stickers and Classroom Visits 
As a safeguard to our children, all visitors must r egister at the office and obtain a visitor pass.  Classroom visitation/observation should be 
done by the teacher prior to the day of the visit.  Classroom observations should be limited to no more than 20 minutes. 
 
Visitor stickers (badges) are provided at the sign-in book located near the office.  We ask that you wear your visitor badge while on campus or 
when joining us for lunch.  In respect for the instructional program of Bells Ferry student, we do not allow “drop-in” visits to the classrooms.  We do 
encourage you to call and schedule a conference any time you have a need to do so. 
 
Volunteers 
We are very proud of our volunteers, and we welcome you to be a part of our school!  When volunteers enter the school, they are required to sign 
in and pick up a sticker that identifies them as a volunteer.  When signing in, a volunteer is required to put the date, time, and purpose of their visit.  
This helps office personnel locate you if the need arises, and also gives the PTA an accurate accounting of their volunteer hours.  Please 
remember to follow this procedure each time you enter the building to do volunteer work. 



 
 


