
Honors World Literature and World Literature Summer Reading List: Quiz will 

take place the first week of school 

 

Honors World Literature: Read: How to Read Literature Like A Professor (Foster), 

AND one of the following: Power of One (Courtenay) or Life of Pi (Martel) or The 

Alchemist (Coelho) or Things Fall Apart (Achebe). 

 

On-level, World Literature Y read ONE of the following: Power of One (Courtenay) 

or Life of Pi (Martel) or The Alchemist (Coelho) or Things Fall Apart (Achebe). 

 
How To Read Literature Like a Professor: “What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey? 

Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a sudden rain shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or 

poem than is readily visible on the surface—a symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist 

on a character—and there's that sneaking suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps 

escaping you. In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and 

gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a quest; a shared 

meal may signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just rain.” (from 

Barnes and Noble book review) 

 

Power of One: “In 1939, hatred took root in South Africa, where the seeds of apartheid were newly sown. 

There a boy called Peekay was born. He spoke the wrong language–English. He was nursed by a woman of 

the wrong color–black. His childhood was marked by humiliation and abandonment. Yet he vowed to 

survive–he would become welterweight champion of the world, he would dream heroic dreams. But his 

dreams were nothing compared to what awaited him. For he embarked on an epic journey, where he would 

learn the power of words, the power to transform lives, and the mystical power that would sustain him even 

when it appeared that villainy would rule the world: The Power of One.” (from Barnes and Noble Book 

Review). 

Life of Pi: “Meet Pi Patel, a young man on the cusp of adulthood when fate steps in and hastens his 

lessons in maturity. En route with his family from their home in India to Canada, their cargo ship sinks, and 

Pi finds himself adrift in a lifeboat -- alone, save for a few surviving animals, some of the very same 

animals Pi's zookeeper father warned him would tear him to pieces if they got a chance. But Pi's seafaring 

journey is about much more than a struggle for survival. It becomes a test of everything he's learned -- 

about both man and beast, their creator, and the nature of truth itself.”  

(from Barnes and Noble Book Reviews) 

The Alchemist: “Paulo Coelho's enchanting novel has inspired a devoted following around the world. This 

story, dazzling in its simplicity and wisdom, is about an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago who 

travels from his homeland in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of treasure buried in the Pyramids. 

Along the way he meets a Gypsy woman, a man who calls himself king, and an Alchemist, all of whom 

point Santiago in the direction of his quest. No one knows what the treasure is, or if Santiago will be able to 

surmount the obstacles along the way But what starts out as a journey to find worldly goods turns into a 

meditation on the treasures found within. Lush, evocative, and deeply humane, the story of Santiago is art 

eternal testament to the transforming power of our dreams and the importance of listening to our hearts.” 

(from Barnes and Noble Book Reviews) 

 

 Things Fall Apart: “The 1958 novel chronicles the life of Okonkwo, the leader of an Igbo (Ibo) 

community, from the events leading up to his banishment from the community for accidentally killing a 

clansman, through the seven years of his exile, to his return. Addresses the problem of the intrusion in the 

1890s of white missionaries and colonial government into tribal Igbo society, and describes the 

simultaneous disintegration of its protagonist Okonkwo and of his village.” (from Barnes and Noble Book 

Reviews)  



 

 

 

 

 


